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Oppesltion within the Party

1.

A mesting of the espoutive comnities of the LDP was held on 14 ¥ay 1947,
at which Dr. Reif, a menber of the Berlin city parliament, medea wigorous

attesk om Arthur Lisutenant, the deputy cheirman of the psrty, whom bhe -accused

of arbitrary action in disregarding the committee's declsiona., He smid
Licutenant ected sccording to the "Flarerprinaip” and hed made a bad ime
ression everywhere, especisally through bhia confidentisl comments on “he
Oder-Nolsss bouedary.

2. Reif seems to have spoken as the ropresentetive of ap epposition grouy

whileh includse Carl-Hubsrt Schwemnlcke and Anten Schepke, alse membsr: of
the city parlismert, The personsl - neture of his criticiems, however,
seocma to indicate thet he holds & private grudge against Ideubevsant, The
two men were joint business managers of the party when 1t was founded in
19,5, After a fow wooks Reif was removed on grousds of inefficisuncy sl
tha insistence of Dr. Weldemar Koch, then chairmen of the LDP. It is ba-
1laved that Reif holds Iieutepant responsible for bhis diemiassal.
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4o A conventiom of the Thurinmgiar ILF was held in Erfurt cn 7-8 Zme 1947,

and was reslded over the state cheirman, Finencs Minister leonbard
Moog., A spesker ﬁg_@'Mz Fot identified [ | discussirg
the Hunieh conferanse of wlnister-presidents sharply criticized the
aititude of the representatives of the easterm sone and condemned ther For
leaving the conference without adequste reascu. Thdk spesch met with
enthusiastic applsuss in splis of the presence of reprssentatives of
SHiA. A guest delegats of the FDJ, who defended the aciion of the minicter-
rresidents from the Russian Zone, was boced end shouted down., A resciuilon
was adopied expressing the convention's dlseprroval of the minister-
prealdents' action,

5. About the same date, similar resolutions were sdopted in Berlin by the

Do cumelefa’&olfm organigaflion end by the LDP youth orgepizetion. These rescluiions,
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vhich wore reported in the Berlin press, are belisved to represent the

true views of the Liberal Democrats.

5. At the time 6% the Erfurt meeting, the party leaders Kulz and Lieutenant
were 1n Bielefsld attendingz. convention| | 25X1
Unon thelr return om 9 June 197 they were sumnoned o Karlschorst and
asverely reprimanded for the resolution which had been sdonted at Erfurt.
The Russians found fault with the lack of mrty discinline within the LoP,
and with the independent policy pursued by the stet: organizations. The
Rugsians said that they could not, under these circumstences, tolerate the
bolding of the zonal conventioh scheduled for 5-8 July 1947 in Brfurt, und
the authorization for it wes therefore suspended. The Soviet authorihg.es
viere, however, slishtly mollified by a2 statement already drawn un by Kulz
and Lieutenant, expresaing aporoval of the procedure followed at Munmich
(published in Der Morgen, 10 June). Arrengements were made foy. another
discussion a few days later, also to be attended by Meog and Xulé's scm,

Dr. Helmut Ruiz of Welmar, who bad offered no objections to the passing of

the Srfurt resolution.

25X1A : I:m'mg: The Minister-President of Sexony-Anhalt,*Dr. Hitbenor
(LDP), avpears to

have had 1fttle beforshend informetion as to the policy
to be puresued hy his SiD colleagues at Munich. The protest which they
issved bore his siznature as well, but its context wes unknovm to him
beyond the opening and concluding vords. The complete document had becn
conposed in Berlin before the meeting, ~nd wes carried to Lunich for -
lication when the moment sesmed epportune.) .
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